INTERPRE-
TATION
CENTRE OF
THE
ATOLEIRO
BATTLE
2007-2012,

Fronteira —
Portugal

Coauthor Oficina Ideias em Linha (José Laranjeira)

Client Municipality of Fronteira

Engineering Betar, Lda. (structures, water, sewage, fire safety),
Multitec, Lda. (electricity, communications, security), Galvao Teles
(HVAC), OPS (acoustics, energetic certification), Marta Byrne
(landscape), Johan Schelfhout (multimedia contens)

Contractor Centrejo

Photography Fernando Guerra FG+SG Photography

he Interpretation Centre of the Afoleiros Battle, located in

Fronteira, in the middle Antejo, was designed to host an

exhibition dedicated to the story of the Battle that
occurred on April 6th 1384 between the kingdoms of Portugal and
Castile, the first clash of an eight-year petiod of Portuguese civil
war and crisis of succession after the death of King Ferdinand I
and the absence of male heirs. In spite of numerical superiority of
the Castilian troops, the Portuguese troops led by Nuno Alvares
Pereira defeated the Castilian cavalry using an English-inspired
military tactic - the “tactic of the square” - becoming, therefore, an

important historical reference.

Unable to situate the building on the historic battlefield, the
Municipality of Fronteira opted to build it near the centre of the
village on a site overlooking a patk that evokes the battlefield.
From the side of the main urban street the building looks like a
wall where a pointed arch cuts right across it and punctures a
gateway into the patk, creating a pair of glazed entrances beneath
the shelter of the concrete and an open relationship between

intetior and exterior areas, exhibition and park.

The exterior walls recall the tactility of the traditional medieval
buildings with rough textured surfaces, achieved by the use of red
pigmented concrete with raw and irregular expression, very close
to the primitive textures achieved by human hand. This texture is
reinforced by the interposition of thin slabs of schist between the
layers of concrete, recovering a technique in disappearance of
which just a few houses can still be found nearby. In its turn, the
colour resembles the Portuguese southern landscape golden and

reddish tones and patterns.

Colour and texture determinate the design of the park as well
where the building sets a gravitational presence, almost like a
colourful earth sculpture that seizes the time in the golden
reflections of the Alentejo plain, from which it also inherits its

horizontality.

The interior space is divided into three exhibition sections and a
new museum typology is tested, emphasizing the display of
contents through multimedia and imagery. Throughout the visit,
visitors will experience different visual perspectives about the
historical narratives and facts of the battle, recalling its
protagonists and authors, and culminating in a large fresco painted
by Martins Barata. At the end, a curving wooden bench allow
visitors to rest and look out across the park, contemplating
another narrative, composed by vegetation and inert elements, and

allowing imagination to recreate the battle scenes.
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